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Letter from the Editors
 
March 8, 1999
Dear Colleagues,
As many of you already know, Bernie Gilula has stepped down from his position as Editor-in-Chief of 
 
The Journal of Cell
 
 
 
Biology
 
 after nearly two decades of selfless, dedicated, and incredibly effective service to 
 
The Journal 
 
and to the interna-
tional community of cell biologists.
Bernie’s wisdom, fairness, and insight when dealing with us as authors will be what most of us will miss immediately. 
His tactful, professional, and enthusiastic stewardship of 
 
The Journal
 
 is perhaps less obvious, but is what those of us who 
have been involved with the editorial processes of 
 
The JCB
 
 will miss most of all. Bernie’s efforts built 
 
The JCB
 
 into one of 
the pre-eminent and most respected publications in all of the biological sciences. What makes this accomplishment all the 
more remarkable is that he achieved it while preserving 
 
The Journal’s
 
 independence, editorial excellence, and commit-
ment to serving the cell biology community. Under Bernie’s leadership, 
 
The JCB
 
 has also weathered the rise of a bevy of 
excellent, high profile commercial journals, each of which began to capitalize on the increasing popularity of our field. Al-
though
 
 The Journal
 
 is now run out of a central editorial office in New York, we should not forget that prior to the advent 
of this office, most editorial operations of 
 
The Journal
 
 were run out of Bernie’s lab at The Scripps Research Institute.
 
The JCB
 
 grew in scope and character as did cell biology, and Bernie saw to it that 
 
The Journal 
 
remained at the top. 
 
The 
JCB
 
 remains unique: a first rank journal run by and for scientists, committed to scientific excellence, rigorous peer review, 
and publishing the broadest range of the best and most exciting aspects of modern cell biology.
From amongst our ranks, Ira Mellman has agreed to take over duties as interim Editor-in-Chief until at least the end of 
this year. We do not have plans for any immediate radical changes to 
 
The Journal
 
, but will do our best to keep it on the 
very sound and upwardly mobile track Bernie has laid for us. Our goals include increasing circulation, decreasing review/
editorial/production times, and enhancing electronic submission, review, and publication. Unsolicited suggestions for how 
we can best achieve these goals are welcome at any time, to any of us or to our excellent Managing Editor, Mike Rossner. 
Bernie has given us a gem, we need just shine it.
With best regards,
Don W. Cleveland W. James Nelson
Werner Franke Louis Reichardt
Elaine Fuchs  Randy Schekman
Ira Mellman  Kenneth M. Yamada 
The Journal of Cell Biology, Volume 142, 1998 806